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Introduction 
This policy applies to all members of Hitchin Hackspace, including directors/committee 
members and any person employed by Hitchin Hackspace in either a paid or voluntary 
capacity (collectively referred to as “members” for the rest of this policy). 
 
The purpose of this policy is to protect children and young people (including children of 
members and other adults who use our services) from both abuse and harm, and to provide 
members with the overarching principles which guide our approach to safeguarding and 
child protection 
 
Hitchin Hackspace believes that no child or young person should ever experience abuse of 
any kind. We have a responsibility to promote the welfare of all children and young people 
and to keep them safe. We are committed to operate in a way that protects them. 
 
Hitchin Hackspace operates a facility which contains tools and equipment which can be 
dangerous to the untrained or unwary, and which pose a particular risk to young children. 
We are committed to preventing harm to all visitors, but especially children. 

Children in the Hackspace 
All members of Hitchin Hackspace must be 18 years or older 
 
Nevertheless, we recognises that children (that is, persons under the age of 18) may on 
occasion visit the space, either with a parent or similar adult, or as part of a supervised visit 
arranged with a school, youth group (such as the Scouts) or similar organisation. 

Protection from abuse 
We recognise that all children, regardless of age, gender, ability, racial heritage, religious 
belief (or lack thereof), sexual orientation or identity, have the right to equal protection from 
harm and physical, emotional, sexual or other abuse. All children have the right to be treated 
with respect and dignity. 
 
Hitchin Hackspace does not have a designated safeguarding officer, and its members are 
not generally subject to DBS check (or similar). 



 
While children are present, members should 

● Be mindful of language 
● Avoid prolonged time alone with a child 

 
Members should not 

● Engage in sexual or provocative talk or activities 
● Touch a child inappropriately or for a prolonged period 
● Do things for a child which they are capable of doing themselves 

 
Where a child requires assistance with personal needs, due to age or ability, this should be 
taken care of by the child’s parent/guardian or a suitable person from the organisation 
supervising the child’s visit. 
 
Any concerns regarding the welfare or safety of a child should in the first instance be brought 
to the attention of the child’s supervising adult, or, if this is inappropriate, the police (101) or 
NSPCC Helpline (0808 800 5000). Where a child is visiting with an organisation, and a 
member has concerns about an adult from that organisation, the organisation’s Designated 
Safeguarding Officer should be contacted. 
 
A copy of any report is to be sent to the directors of Hitchin Hackspace, excepting any 
director to whom it would not be appropriate. 
 
If an incident of abuse occurs on the premises or to the knowledge of any member, 
the police must be contacted. 

Protection from harm 
Hitchin Hackspace operates equipment, especially in the workshop, but also in the 
office/general area, which has the potential to seriously injure and even kill. We recognise 
that children, due to their curious nature and relative inexperience, are particularly at risk of 
harm. 
 
Children may not become members of Hitchin Hackspace. As such, they may only be in the 
space when a member is present, who must take responsibility for both their safety and their 
actions. Where a supervised visit by an outside organisation is taking place, the organisation 
is responsible for the conduct of the children, but their safety remains our responsibility. 
 
There is no general prohibition against children using any of the tools or equipment in the 
space, so long as their supervising adult believes they possess sufficient maturity to do so 
safely and they have completed the required training 
 
Where children are visiting with an organisation, any member who observes a child acting in 
such a way as to compromise their own, or another’s safety, should immediately stop the 
activity, if appropriate, and bring it to the attention of the visiting organisation’s supervisors. 



 
All visitors, whether children or adults, should wear safety equipment as instructed, and an 
activity should be stopped if anyone refuses to wear the equipment or subsequently removes 
it. Members must set a good example and also wear safety equipment. 
 
No child should be unsupervised in the workshop. If a child enters the workshop 
unsupervised, they should be asked to leave immediately, or removed by their responsible 
adult. 
 
There are no specific procedures to follow should a child be injured in the space, but 
members are reminded of the need to record and report all accidents and incidents, and 
carry out a review with the aim to prevent any recurrence. Where a child is visiting with an 
external organisation, we will fully co-operate with any post-incident review process the 
organisation follows. 

Review 
This policy is to be reviewed after 1 year, then every 3 years, or following any significant 
change or event, or a change in policy or advice from Government or any relevant agency. 
 


